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“MIMETISM” IN LAMPYRIDAE 


The late M. Pic (revue scientifique du Bourbonnais, 1938, pp. 26-28) called atten- 
tion to what he called “mimetism’”—the similarity in elytral patterns—of species 
of Lucidota and EES. Lacordaire (Genera des Coléoptéres, 1857, IV, p. 318) had 


FIGURE 1. See text. 


already remarked that this pattern of pale 
marginal or submarginal vittae on black 
elytra was common in Lucidota. It is of 
some interest that this pattern is rather 
widespread among the Lampyridae. The 
accompanying illustration shows six speci- 
mens from my small collection with this 
type of elytral pattern. Representatives of 
the following genera are shown in figure 
1 arranged left to right, top to bottom: 
Cratomorphus (Argentina), Lamprocera 
(Paraguay), Lucidota (Argentina), Pyro- 
gaster, female (Paraguay), AEthra (Ar- 
gentina), and Cladodes (Paraguay). A 
similar but less distinct pattern was also 
noted in a cantharid from the same region. 
Not very different designs are also found 
in Photinus, Aspisoma, and probably other 
genera, but when the ground color of 
the elytra is not black, the effect is less 
noticeable. Another pattern frequently re- 
peated in different genera is that in which 
the basal half or third of the elytra is yel- 
low, and the remainder black; sometimes 
the reverse arrangement is found. 


It is difficult to understand of what value 
this pattern can be to the insects. The 
Cratomorphus sp. is luminous, and the 
Lucidota sp. has a small luminous organ 
on the sixth visible abdominal sternite in 
both sexes; the others are essentially non- 
luminous and probably diurnal.—FRANK A. 
McDeErRmMotTT, Wilmington, Del. 


A NOTE ON THE FEMALE OF PHOTINUS SANCTAE-LUCIAE 


McDERMOTT 


The original description of this species (Coleopt. Bull., 1958, XII, pp. 23-25) 
was based on three males. Recently a series of this species, including two females, 
was collected by Mr. G. R. Proctor, of the Institute of Jamaica, on the island of St. 
Lucia. The female is alate and differs from the male only in the somewhat broader 
form, slightly shorter antennae, and the usual restriction of the luminous tissue to 
a median quadrangular spot on the sixth visible abdominal sternite. One female has 
been deposited in the collection of Cornell University—FRANK A. MCDERMOTT, 


Wilmington, Del. 


